Introduced by Council Member Morgan and Co-Sponsored by Council Members Anderson and R. Gaffney:
RESOLUTION 2017-333
A RESOLUTION MOURNING THE PASSING AND CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF LEE BARDEN A 7TH DEGREE BLACK BELT AND CHIEF INSTRUCTOR FOR KARATE ARTS IN ARLINGTON; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS,
the recent passing of Sensei Lee Barden saddened many who knew him, particularly the countless young people whom he instructed in the martial arts; and

WHEREAS,
born in Fort Myers, Florida in September 1960, Lee Barden was attracted to martial arts when, at age 13, he saw the Bruce Lee motion picture Enter the Dragon; he began his martial arts studies at a local dojo; and

WHEREAS,
upon completion of high school, Mr. Barden joined the United States Navy and served for four years; in the course of his tour of duty in the military, he served in Europe and the Middle East; he continued his martial arts training while in the military; and
WHEREAS,
in 1983, Master Barden opened a professional karate school, Karate Arts, on Lone Star Road in Arlington with an emphasis on adult training; in 1992, children became his focus and he subsequently created the first after-school karate program in daycare centers throughout Jacksonville; and

WHEREAS,
Karate Arts in Arlington was the place where countless young people would go during spring break and in the summer months for martial arts training, counseling and mentoring; and
WHEREAS,
Lee Barden, along with his wife, Connie, had a positive impact on many young people, and adults, as well, for more than 30 years and will be sorely missed but not forgotten
; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City Council does hereby extends its condolences to the family of Lee Barden at this time of bereavement knowing that Sensei Lee Barden will forever be in the hearts and memory of many in Arlington and beyond.




Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: John J. Jackson, Council Research Division
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